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Vaclav Jirasek (1965, Karvina, Czechoslovakia) studied painting at the Academy of Fine Arts in Prague
(1984-1990), but it is his use of the photographic medium that has made him one of the most distinguished
contemporary Czech artists.

After having grown up in largely Catholic Moravia in the times of crumbling Soviet socialism, in the late 1980s and
early 1990s, Jirasek was a leading figure of the internationally recognized Bratrstvo [Brotherhood] art group,
idiosyncratically addressing the legacy of the Old Masters, European Romanticism, the communist propaganda of
1950s Czechoslovakia and the iconography of British popular music of the 1980s. His later solo work largely
comprises of staged photographs, portraits and landscapes. Since the turn of the millennium, he has primarily
focused on decades-long explorations in which diverse phenomena on the margins of society serve as themes for
his distinct visual expression. His notable projects include documentation of the ossuary in Kutna Hora (Memento
Mori, with Ivan Pinkava and Robert V. Novak, 1995), extensive tracing of the fall of heavy industry in Industria
(2006) and prophetic use of PPE in Infection (2001-2004, published 2022). In recent years Jirasek has devoted
his attention to "visits" by "devils" in Moravian Wallachia (Devils, ongoing), the hoarding activities of the Peerless
Cooperative of the Holy Nurture at Kufivody chateau (UPSYCH 316a, ongoing) and photographs from his travels
(abandoned Cars, 2019, and Houses, animals in Kerberos and people in Sleepers, as well as the aesthetics of
spirituality and death; collectively as The World According to Ironym Kool, 2015).
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Vystava soukromé sbirky Michala Richtra, Magnus Art, Galerie J&T Banky, Praha, CZE
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Sudek, Funke, Drtikol...Ceska a slovenska fotografie ze sbirky PPF, Oblastni galerie Liberec, CZE
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Vintage and Contemporary Czech Photography, The S K Josefsberg Studio, Portland, Oregon,
USA
Czech Photography, Benham Studio Gallery, Seattle, USA
Konec svéta?, Narodni galerie v Praze, Prague, CZE
Melancholie, Brno, CZE
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Galerie moderniho uméni v Hradci Kralové, CZE
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The Art Institute of Chicago, USA
Uméleckopramyslové museum v Praze, CZE
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